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Most of those who have stood in this Place before me have Praise& the
tradition of this sl:)eech that closes our ceremony. Itis goo&, theg have
Felt, that solemn words should be spoken over our fallen soldiers. 1 do not
share this sentiment. Acts deserve acts, not words, in their honor; and to
me a state funeral, such as you have witnessed, would have been honor
enough. Our trust in the great braverg of this great number of the fallen
should not clepend on one man’s eloquence. Moreover, it is very hard to
speak aPProPriately when many ofa speakcr’s hearers will scarce believe
that he is truthful. For those who have known and loved the dead may
think his words scantjustice to the memories theg would hear honore&,
while those who did not know them may occasiona”g, Fromjealousg)
suspec’c me of overstatement when theg hear of feats begond their own
powers. Foritis onlg human for men not to bear Praise of others begond
the Point at which they still feel theg can rival their ex[:)loi’cs. Transgress
that boundarg and theg arejealous and incredulous. But since the wisdom
of our ancestors enacted this law | too must submit and trg to suit as best |

can the wishes and Feelings of every member of this gathering.

My first words shall be for our ancestors; for it is bo’chjus’t to
them and Fitting that on an occasion such as this our tribute
of memory should be Paicl to them. For, dwe”ing alwags in
this country, generation after generation in unchanging and
unbroken succession, theg have, ]:)9 their hard work and
courage, handed down to us a free country. So theg are

wor‘thg of our Praise; and still more so are our fathers. For



theg added to our ancestral Patrimong the emPire that we
hold tocla9 and theg delivered it, not without blood and toil,
into the hands of our own generation; while it is we ourselves,
those of us now in midlife, who consolidated our power
throughout the greater Part of the emPire and secured our

Citg’s complete indepenclence both in war and peace.

Of the battles that we and our fathers {:ought, whether we were winning
power abroad or ga”antlg wi’chstanding nearbg enemies, whether Greek or
{:oreign, f will say no more: these are too familiar to all oggou. rd rather set
forth the sPirit in which we faced them, and the Athenian constitution and
Athenian way of life that brought us to greatness, and to pass from these
things to the dead themselves. For I think it not unﬁtting for these things
to be recalled in to&ag’s solemnitg; and it is aPProPriate that this whole
assemblg of both citizens and strangers should hear these things.

For our sgstem of government does not copy the sgstems of our
neigH:)ors; we are a model to them, not theg to us. Our constitution is
called a clemocracg, because power rests in the hands not of the few but of
the many. Our laws guarantee equaljus’cice for all in their Private disputes;
and as for the election of Public ogicials, we welcome talent to every arena
of achievement, nor do we make our choices on the grounds of class but
on the grounds of excellence alone. And as we gjve free Plag to all in our
Public life, so we carry the same sPirit into our Aailg relations with one
another. We have no black looks or angry words for our neig]ﬂbor if he
erjogs himself in his own way, and we even abstain from little acts of
churlishness that, though they do no mortal damage, leave hurt Feclings in
their wake. OPen and tolerant in our Private lives) in our Public affairs we
keep within the law. We acknowlecﬂge the restraint of reverence; we are

obedient to those in authoritg and to the laws, esl:)eciaug to those that give



Protection to ti‘ne oPPressed and ti‘nose unwritten laws OF ti‘ne heart whose

transgression brings admitted shame.

Yet ours is no workadag city onig. No other city Provides 5O many
recreations for the sPirit — contests and sacrifices all the year round, and
beautg in our Public buildings to cheer the sPirit and cielight the eye clag bg
clag. Moreover, the Citg IS SO large and Powencul that all the wealth of all
the world flows in to her, so that our own Attic Proclucts seem no more
familiar to us than the fruits of the labors of other nations.

And how different from our enemies is our attitude toward mili’cary
security! The gates of our City are Hung open to the world. We Practice
no Periodic deportations, nor do we prevent our visitors from obser\/ing or
cliscovering whatever “secrets” might prove of militarg acivantage to an
enemy. For we do not Piace our trust in secret weapons but in our own

faithful courage.

So too with education. The Spartans toil from earig childhood in the
laborious Pursuit of courage, while we, free to live and wander as we
Please, march out nonetheless to face the selfsame dangers. Here is the
ProoF of my words: when the SPartans advance into our countrg, theg do
not come alone but with all their a”ies; but when we invade our neigiibors
we have little cliﬁcicultg as a rule, even on i:oreign soii) in cleiceating men who
are Figi‘nting for their own homes. Moreover, no enemy has ever met us in
our full strengti‘u, for we have our navy to look after at the same time that
our soldiers are sent on service to many scattered Possessions; but if our
enemies chance to encounter some Portion of our forces and defeat a few
of us, ti‘neg boast that thcg have driven back our whole army, or, if ti‘neg are
defeated, that the victors were in full strengti‘u. Indeed, if we choose to
face danger with an casy mind rather than after rigorous training and to
trust rather in our native manliness than in state-sponsoreci courage, the
advantage lies with us; for we are sPareci all the tedium of Practicing for

i:UtUFC hardslﬂips, and Wi‘!Cl’] we ‘FlﬂCl OUY'SCIVCS among ti‘lCm we are as brave



as our Plodding rivals. Here as elsewherc) then the Citg sets an example

that deserves admiration.

We are lovers of beautg without extravagance, and lovers of wisdom
without egcminacg. Wealth to us is not mere material for vainglorg but an
oPPortunitg for achievement; and we think Povertg notl'ling to be ashamed
of unless one makes no effort to overcome it. Our citizens attend both to
Public and Priva’ce duties and do not allow absorption in their own affairs to
diminish their knowledge of the City’s business. We differ from other
states in regarcling the man who kecps aloof from Public life not as
“Private” but as useless; we decide or debate, caremcu”g and in person, all
matters of Policg, and we hold, not that words and deeds go ll together,
but that acts are foredoomed to failure when undertaken

undiscussed. For we are noted for being at once most adventurous in
action and most reflective beforehand. Other men are bold in ignorance,
while reflection will stop their going forward. But the bravest are surelg
those who have the clearest vision of what lies before them, glorg and

clanger alike — and yet go forth to meet it.

In doinggood) too, we are the exact OPPosite of the rest of mankind. We
secure our friends not bg accepting favors but }39 granting them. And so
this makes Friendship with us something that can be counted on: for we are
eager, as creditors, to cement 139 continued kindness our relation to our
friends. If theg do not resl:)oncl with the same warmtl'!, it is because theg
feel that their services will not be given SPontaneouslg but onlg as
repayment of a debt. We are alone among mankind in cloing men benemcits,
not on calculation of selF—interest, but in the fearless confidence of
freedom.

Ina word, I say our Citg as a whole is an education to Greece, and that our
citizens 3ieH to none, man bg man, for independenca of sPiri’c, many-

sidedness of attainment, and comple‘ce self-reliance in limbs and brain.



That this is no vainglorious Phrase but actual fact is proven bg the
universal |eadership that our way of life has won us. No other city of the
Present dag goes out to her ordeal greater than ever man dreamed; no
otheris so Powencul that the invader feels no bitterness when he suffers at
her hands and her subjccts no shame at the inc:lignit9 of their
clependence. Great indeed are the signs and sgmbols of our power. Men
of the future will wonder at us, as all men do to&ag. We need no Homer or
other man of words to Praise us; for such give Pleasure fora moment, but
the truth will put to shame their imagjinings of our deeds. Forour Pioncers
have forced a way into every sea and every land, establishing among all
mankin&, in Punishment or ben@cicence, eternal memorials of their

settlement.

Such thenis the Citg for whom, lest theg should lose her, the men whom we
celebrate died a soldier’s death; and it is but natural that each of us, who
survive them, should wish to spend ourselves in her service. That, indeed,
IS whg | have spent many words on the City. | wished to show that we have
more at stake than men who have no such inhcritance, and to suPPor‘t my
Praise of the dead 1:)9 making clear to you what theg have done. Forif1
have chanted the glories of the City, it was these men, and men like them,
who have adorned her with such splendor. with them) as with few among
Greeks, words cannot magnifzg the deeds that theg have done.

Such and end as we have here seems indeed to show us what a goocﬂ life s,
from its first signs of power to its final consummation. For even where life’s
Previous record showed faults and failures, it isjust to weigh the last full
measure of devotion against them all. There theg wiped out evil with good
and did the City more service as soldiers than theg did her harm in Private
life. There no hearts grew faint because they loved their riches more than
honor; no poor man shirked his clutg in the hope of future wealth. Al
these theg put aside to strike a blow for the City. Counting the quest to

avenge her honor as the most glorious of all ventures, and leaving Hope,



the uncertain go&dess, to send them what she would) theg faced the foe as
theg drew near him in the strcngth of their own manhood; and when the
shock of battle came, theg chose rather to suffer the utmost than to win
life ]:)9 weakness. So their memory has escal:)ed the rel:)roac]ﬁes of men’s
liPs, but theg bore instead on their bodies the marks of men’s han&s, and in
a moment of time, at the climax of their lives, were rapt away from a world

filled, for their clging eyes, not with terror but with glorg.

Such were the men who lie here and such the City that insl:)ired them. We
survivors may pray to be spared their bitter hour but must disdain to meet
the foe with a sPiri’c less daring. Fix your eyes on the greatness of Athens
as you have it before you dag 59 day, fall in love with hcr) and when you
feel her great, remember that this greatness was won bg men with courage,
with knowle&ge of their clutg, and with a sense of honor in action, who, if
theg failed in Private li{:e, disdained to deprive the City of their services but
sacrificed their lives as their best Ogerings on her behalf. so theg gave
their bodies to the commonwealth and received, each for his own memory,
Praise that will never die, and with it the grandcst of all sepulchcrs, not that
in which their mortal bones are laid, but a home in the minds of men, where
their glorg remains fresh to stir to speech or action as the occasion may

rec]uire.

For the whole earth is the sepulcher of famous men; and their story Is not
graven on|9 on stone over their native earth but lives on far away, without
visible sgmbol} woven into the stuff of other men’s lives. For you now, it
remains to rival what tl'leg have done and, knowing that the secret of
happiness is freedom and the secret of freedom a brave hear’c) not icﬂg to
stand aside from the enemy’s onslaught. For it is not the poor and
luckless, the ones who have no hoPe of Prosl:)eritg, who have the most
cause to reckon death as little loss, but those for whom fortune may ge’c
keep reversal in store and who would feel the changc most if trouble befell

them. Moreover, weaklg to decline the trial is more Paimcul to a man of



sPirit than death coming sudden and un[:)erceivecl in the hour of strength

and confidence.

Therefore 1 do not mourn with the Parents of the dead who are here with
us. Rather, I will comfort them. For tl'ley know that theg have been born
into a world of manifold chances and that he is to be accounted happg to
whom the best lot falls — the best SOrrow, such asis yours todag, or the
best death, such as fell to thesc) for whom life and haPPiness were bound
togethcr. [ know it is not easy to give you comfort. | know how often in the
jog of others you will have reminders of what was once your own, an how
men feel sorrow, not for the loss of what theg have never tasted, but when
something that has grown dear to them has been snatched away. But you
must keep a brave heart in the hopc of other children, those oggou who
are still of an age to bear them. For the newcomers will help you gorget the
gap in your own circle, and will helP the City to fill up the ranks of its
workers and its soldiers. For no man is fitted to give fair and honest advice
in council if he has not, like his Fe”ows, a {:amilg at stake in the hour of the
City’s danger. To you who are Past the age of vigor | would say: count the
longgears of haPPiness so much gain to set off against the brief space
that 96’5 remains, and let your burden be lightened 1:)9 the glorg of the
dead. Forthe love of honor alone is not staled bg age, and itis bg honor)
not, as some say, bg gold, that the helpiess end of life is cheered.

l turn to those among you who are children or brothers of the Fa”en, for
whom | foresee a mightg contest with the memory of the dead. Their Praise
is in all men’s mouths; and even hcgou should rise to heroic heights, you will
bejudgcd harshlg for achieving less than theg. For the living have the
jealousy of rivals to contend with, but the dead are honored with

uncha”enged admiration.

IF | must sPeak a word to those WI‘]O are now in wi&owhood on the powers

and duties of women, | will cast all my advice into one brief sentence. Great



will be your glorg hcgou do not lower the nature that is within you — hers

greatest of all whose Praise or blame is least bruited on the liPs of men.

I have said what | had to say, accor&ing to the law) and the gravesicle
ogerings to the dead have been dulg made. Henceforward the City will
support their children until theg come of age: such is the crown and benefit
she holds out to the dead and to their kin for the trials theg have
unclcrgone for her. For where the Prize s highcs’c, there, too, will you find
the best and the bravest.

And now, when you have finished your lamentations, let each ogyou

clePart.
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